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Ideas that Make a Difference:
An Introduction to Philosophical Analysis

LECTURER
Prof. Dr. Olivier Roy

OBJECTIVES
The course aims at introducing the students to different tools and methods of
philosophical analysis. At the end of the course the students will:

● be familiar with schematisation of claims and arguments
● will be able to distinguish normative from descriptive/empirical claims
● will be familiar with the notion of thought experiments and their use to support a

claim
● will have the ability to design and evaluate possible counter-examples for

normative and descriptive claims
● will be familiar with different forms of conceptual analysis/explication

TARGET GROUP
Philosophy & Economics students, first semester.

SEMINAR TIME AND PLACE
● Thursday, 12 (c.t.) to 14. H27 (GWII)

NOTE: We will discuss during the first session possibilities for hybrid teaching.

LANGUAGE OF INSTRUCTION/ASSESSMENT
● Seminar: English
● Written work: English

DATES AND DEADLINES (Deadlines are final and will be strictly enforced)
● Registration: The registration takes place in two places.

1. Course registration for credit on CampusOnline.
2. Registration for all organizational and communication matters: elearning.



ASSESSMENT
The course is not graded, it is a pass/fail seminar. To pass the course students need to
complete 8 of the 10 online assignments, available on the e-learning page.

SEMINAR STRUCTURE AND PARTICIPATION
● At each session we discuss some aspects of one paper.
● Each session will start with a general discussion of the points that the students

have found the most interesting or challenging in the paper.
● This will then be followed by a discussion of the assignment question.
● Active participation in those discussions is expected.

WEEKLY PROGRAM AND READING LIST

1. Week 1. General introduction to the course.

2. Week 2: Social Philosophy. Davis, Angela, "Are Prisons Obsolete?" Chapter 2.

3. Weeks 3-4: Ethics. Satz, Debra, The Moral Limits of Markets: The Case of Human
Kidneys, Proceedings of the Aristotelian Society, Volume 108, Issue 1_pt_3, 1
October 2008, Pages 269–288, https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-9264.2008.00246.

4. Weeks 5-6: Ethics.  Thomson, Judith Jarvis. "A Defense of Abortion." Philosophy &
Public Affairs 1.1 (1971).

5. Week 7: Philosophy of Religion. Zagzebski, Linda. "Does ethics need God?." Faith
and Philosophy 4.3 (1987): 294-303.

6. Week 8-9: Philosophy of Science. Douglas, Heather. Science, policy, and the
value-free ideal. University of Pittsburgh Press, 2009. Chapt. 5

7. Week 10-11: Conceptual Analysis/Meta-Philosophy. Haslanger, Sally. "Gender and
race: (What) are they?(What) do we want them to be?." Noûs 34.1 (2000): 31-55.

https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-9264.2008.00246

